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and future retirees. This bipartisan res-
olution sends an important message 
that sets the stage for what will soon 
be an historic debate on how best to re-
form our Nation’s Social Security Sys-
tem. 

I recently completed 21 town hall 
meetings during our congressional re-
cess on a listening tour throughout 
Wisconsin’s First Congressional Dis-
trict. At every stop a great number of 
people I represent expressed their grave 
concerns over any changes that would 
be made to the Social Security Sys-
tem. Quite frankly, many of them felt 
that Washington could not be trusted 
to fix their problem. We have to prove 
them wrong. 

This resolution sends a very clear 
signal to our constituents that any re-
forms made by Congress will not result 
in a loss of benefits or place any in-
creased costs upon them. Mr. Speaker, 
it is critical that we make this bipar-
tisan commitment before we move for-
ward on any Social Security reform 
proposals so that current and soon-to-
be retirees will not have their benefits 
cut. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on this resolution. 

f 

REDUCING THE DEBT IS THE 
RIGHT THING TO DO 

(Mr. HILL of Indiana asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HILL of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, 
$17 billion is just a drop in the bucket 
here in Washington, but back in Indi-
ana it is serious money. 

Seventeen billion dollars is enough to 
operate all eight Indiana university 
campuses for 10 years. Seventeen bil-
lion dollars almost equals the entire 2-
year budget of the State of Indiana. 

The government projects that this 
year we will spend $17 billion less on 
interest payments than we did last 
year. When we reduce the government’s 
debt, we are given billions of dollars 
back to the private sector to invest, 
create jobs and strengthen our econ-
omy. By reducing the debt, we are also 
improving our ability to honor the 
promises we have made to our seniors 
through the Social Security and Medi-
care programs. 

Other arguments aside, reducing the 
debt we pass on to our children is just 
the right thing to do. Not only do we 
owe it to our American seniors to re-
duce the debt, but we owe it to future 
generations as well. 

f 

CONGRESS AND ADMINISTRATION 
SHOULD FOLLOW ICELAND’S LEAD 

(Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, the country of Iceland re-

cently made the news with two sepa-
rate announcements, one instructive 
and the other intriguing. 

First, Iceland announced it will not 
sign, it will not sign, the U.N.’s ques-
tionable Kyoto climate treaty because 
it would destroy its economy and bring 
unnecessary suffering to its citizens. 

Secondly, on February 17th, an Ice-
landic consortium signed an agreement 
for a joint venture to investigate the 
potential of transforming Iceland into 
the world’s first hydrogen-based econ-
omy. 

One of the first results could be a hy-
drogen fuel cell-powered bus service. 
This would be an interesting develop-
ment to monitor because of the envi-
ronmental and energy security impli-
cations. Hydrogen fuel cells create 
their own electrical energy, with clean 
water as a by-product. Some estimate 
that vehicle efficiency can be improved 
by 50 percent, with no exhaust emis-
sions. 

Mr. Speaker, it may be wise for Con-
gress and this administration to follow 
Iceland’s lead on both of these counts. 

f 

CONGRESS SHOULD TAKE THIS OP-
PORTUNITY TO GET THE NA-
TION’S FISCAL HOUSE IN ORDER 

(Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, 
economists and the Congressional 
Budget Office agree: We have a budget 
surplus starting in the year 2001, which 
will grow to $164 billion by the end of 
the year 2009. 

Let me tell my colleagues when I 
talk to people in Oregon what they say 
about the budget. First of all, Orego-
nians believe we need to keep our budg-
et balanced, we need to pay off the 
huge national debt, and we need to 
make sure our future generations are 
not left holding the bag for our genera-
tion’s party. 

Leaving behind a debt that we did 
not have the moral fortitude to pay off 
is simply wrong. Reducing the national 
debt now, economists predict, will re-
sult in a further decline in interest 
rates. Now, let me tell my colleagues, 
lower interest rates are good for the 
homeowner, they are good for the 
businessperson, they are good for the 
farmer, and they are good for the stu-
dent in the classroom. 

Mr. Speaker, last year we spent, lis-
ten to this number, $243 billion, billion, 
of Federal taxpayers’ money on the in-
terest. That is four times what we 
spent on education. Four times. As a 
member of the House Committee on 
the Budget, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to get our fiscal house in order. 

HAITI’S FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 
SHOULD HELP REVIVE HAITI’S 
FAILED DEMOCRACY 

(Mr. GOSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, today Haiti 
is a very grim place. The economy is in 
shambles, crime is prevalent, and the 
parliament is dysfunctional. There has 
been no progress scheduling necessary 
elections, despite President Preval’s 
recent assurances he would. 

Another indication of how bad the 
situation has become in Haiti is the 
Clinton administration’s refusal to cer-
tify Haiti as meeting its obligation in 
the war on drugs, even though U.S. tax-
payers have spent millions of dollars in 
the past few years trying to build a 
competent police force in Haiti. 

Now we learn of the politically moti-
vated murder, the brutal assassination 
of one of Haiti’s nine remaining Sen-
ators on Monday. The predilection for 
solving Haiti’s problems through vio-
lence continues as does the slide to-
wards authoritarianism. Later this 
week I will join several of my col-
leagues in introducing a bipartisan res-
olution calling on the Organization of 
American States to intervene. 

The crown jewel of Clinton’s foreign 
policy is tragically tarnished. It is 
time we stopped adding more to this 
bad debt.

f 

PROTECT SOCIAL SECURITY AND 
MEDICARE 

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, we are 
faced with an historic opportunity. Due 
to a robust economy, the Federal Gov-
ernment has a surplus for the first 
time in three decades. We should seize 
this moment to do what is fair, right 
and fiscally responsible: Protect Social 
Security and Medicare. 

Social Security and Medicare are the 
twin pillars of retirement security. 
Two-thirds of our seniors rely on So-
cial Security for over half of their in-
come. Medicare ensures that 99 percent 
of our seniors have the health coverage 
that they need. Combined, these two 
programs allow our parents to live 
with dignity, independence and peace 
of mind. 

Now that we have the opportunity, 
we should use the vast majority of this 
surplus, a full 77 percent, to strengthen 
Social Security and Medicare for the 
long-term security of our parents, our-
selves and our children. 

Protecting Social Security and Medi-
care must come before a Republican 
tax plan, which would spend the sur-
plus on a one-time, feel-good tax break 
that benefits mostly the wealthy. It is 
irresponsible and it is risky. Let us not 
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jeopardize the long-term health of So-
cial Security and Medicare for the 
short-term goal of an overzealous tax 
break. 

Let us do what is right, let us protect 
Social Security and Medicare. 

f 

PAYING DOWN NATIONAL DEBT 
ENSURES PRESERVATION OF SO-
CIAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE 

(Mr. DOOLEY of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DOOLEY of California. In 1992, 
Mr. Speaker, when President Clinton 
took office, we were looking at budget 
deficits that were approaching almost 
$300 billion. Well, thanks to the good 
work of Congress and the good work of 
the administration, we are no longer 
talking about budget deficits, but we 
are, in fact, talking about budget sur-
pluses. 

It is important for us to continue 
down the path of fiscal responsibility, 
and that requires this Congress to sup-
port the efforts of the administration 
and others who are committed to using 
the significant majority of the budget 
surpluses that we are going to see in 
the next 10 years to pay down the na-
tional debt and, in doing so, ensuring 
that we can preserve Social Security 
and Medicare. 

That makes good sense for our fami-
lies and makes good sense for our busi-
nesses. Because if we pay down the na-
tional debt, which is costing us $243 bil-
lion a year in interest, we will be en-
sured that we can see a reduction in in-
terest rates of over 2 percent. A reduc-
tion of 2 percent in interest rates 
means about $155 to people who have a 
home mortgage of $115,000.

b 1230 

It means to farmers of this country, 
who have an operating loan of $250,000, 
a $5,000 savings. Let us take the path of 
fiscal responsibility. Let us pay down 
the debt. 

f 

ANNUAL REPORT OF FEDERAL 
LABOR RELATIONS AUTHORITY, 
FISCAL YEAR 1997—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
STEARNS) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of 
the United States; which was read and, 
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, without objection, referred to the 
Committee on Government Reform:

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with section 701 of the 

Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 (Pub-
lic Law 95–454; 5 U.S.C. 7104(e)), I am 
pleased to transmit the Nineteenth An-
nual Report of the Federal Labor Rela-
tions Authority for Fiscal Year 1997. 

The report includes information on 
the cases heard and decisions rendered 
by the Federal Labor Relations Au-
thority, the General Counsel of the Au-
thority, and the Federal Service Im-
passes Panel. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 2, 1999. 

f 

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF 
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on 
Science:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Washington, DC, February 23, 1999. 
Hon. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, The Capitol, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER, on Feb. 12, 1999, I was 
appointed by the House Democratic Caucus 
to serve on the Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence. According to Rule 19 E of 
the Rules of the Democratic Caucus, ‘‘no 
Democratic Member of the Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence may serve on 
more than one standing committee during 
the Member’s term of service on the select 
committee.’’

Rule 19 E also states that ‘‘Members shall 
be entitled to take leaves of absence from 
service on any committee (or subcommittee 
thereof) during the period they serve on the 
select committee and seniority rights on 
such committee (and on each subcommittee) 
to which they were assigned at the time 
shall be fully protected as if they had contin-
ued to serve during the period of leave of ab-
sence.’’

Accordingly, I am requesting a leave of ab-
sence from the House Committee on Science 
for the 106th Congress, with the under-
standing that my seniority rights on the 
Committee will be fully protected in accord-
ance with Rule 19 E of the Democratic Cau-
cus. Thank you for your consideration of 
this request. 

Sincerely, 
TIM ROEMER, 

Member of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the resignation is accepted. 

There was no objection. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
STEARNS). Pursuant to the provisions 
of clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces that he will postpone further 
proceedings today on each motion to 
suspend the rules on which a recorded 
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered, 
or on which the vote is objected to 
under clause 6 of rule XX. 

Such rollcall votes, if postponed, will 
be taken after debate has concluded on 
all motions to suspend the rules. 

f 

PERMITTING CERTAIN YOUTH TO 
PERFORM CERTAIN WORK WITH 
WOOD PRODUCTS 

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 

(H.R. 221) to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to permit certain 
youth to perform certain work with 
wood products, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 221

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EXEMPTION. 

Section 13(c) of the Fair Labor Standards 
Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 213(c)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(7)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), in the 
administration and enforcement of the child 
labor provisions of this Act, it shall not be 
considered oppressive child labor for an indi-
vidual who—

‘‘(i) is at least 14 but under the age of 18, 
and 

‘‘(ii) is a member of a religious sect or divi-
sion thereof whose established teachings do 
not permit formal education beyond the 
eighth grade,
to be employed inside or outside places of 
business where machinery is used to process 
wood products. 

‘‘(B) The employment of an individual 
under subparagraph (A) shall be permitted—

‘‘(i) if the individual is supervised by an 
adult relative of the individual or is super-
vised by an adult member of the same reli-
gious sect or division as the individual; 

‘‘(ii) if the individual does not operate or 
assist in the operation of power-driven wood-
working machines; 

‘‘(iii) if the individual is protected from 
wood particles or other flying debris within 
the workplace by a barrier appropriate to 
the potential hazard of such wood particles 
or flying debris or by maintaining a suffi-
cient distance from machinery in operation; 
and 

‘‘(iv) if the individual is required to use 
personal protective equipment to prevent ex-
posure to excessive levels of noise and saw 
dust.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING) and the 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING).

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 221, which is a bipartisan bill 
introduced by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MAR-
TINEZ). The bill will address a unique 
problem resulting from the application 
of the child labor provisions of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act to individuals in 
the Amish community. 

We are considering a substitute 
amendment which makes one technical 
change for the purpose of renumbering 
the paragraphs in the bill. 

My colleagues will remember that 
the House passed a similar bill, exactly 
the same, as a matter of fact, last year 
by voice vote under suspension of the 
rules. The Senate did not consider the 
bill prior to the close of the last Con-
gress, and so we are taking early ac-
tion on the bill in order to allow ample 
time for the Senate to act. 
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